
Blessing of the Animals: 
Tips for Keeping the Peace 

• Pets of any variety are welcome under appropriate restraint. Do not assume 
you can simply hold your pet in your lap. That’s fine at home but will not work 
here. We ask you to use a leash, harness, carrier, cage, and/or muzzles for pets 
who may be nervous or combative with others. 

• Ask before trying to interact with someone else’s pet. 

• In addition to the spiritual blessing, we will have more material blessings (aka 
treats) for your pets, from dog and cat treats, to treats for your birds, rats, and 
bearded dragons. 

• Expect noise, especially at the beginning. The majority of pets are typically dogs 
and dogs like to greet one another and/or let their owners know “Hey! There’s 
another dog!” Keep dogs separated from each other and other people as 
needed, but don’t panic about the barking. In my experience they settle down. 

• Dog lovers, please bring poop bags, just in case! 

• Try to leave the picnic tables for those who have smaller pets in cages or 
carriers so that they can be placed above the reach of larger animals who might 
consider them lunch. 

• There will be buckets of water placed around the periphery of our gathering 
area. If your dog is antsy, feel free to walk the perimeter, let the animal drink, 
and otherwise be comfortable. 

• If you want a blessing for your pets but can’t bring them, feel free to bring 
pictures or a stuffed animals to be blessed by proxy.  

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Anne Robertson 


