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Part 2 The Nature of the Jerusalem Church
Chapter 5 Apostolic Intrigue:  Paul’s Final Visit to Jerusalem and the Death of James
Acts 21:  Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem circa 56. Paul is greeted warmly.  Paul relates the things he has 
done among the Gentiles.  James’ warm retort: “We have made thousands of believers among the Jews 
– and they are zealous for the Law.  They have been told that you teach Jews living among the 
Gentiles to forsake Moses…They will certainly hear that you have come.”  Are they concerned about 
Paul’s safety?  They prescribe a public demonstration of Paul’s loyalty to the Law of Moses. Sponsor 
four men undergoing a Nazarite vow.  James and the elders appear to be supporting Paul.  But at the 
end of the ritual “Jews from Asia” see Paul in the temple and start a riot.  The passing Roman Tribune 
and his cohort took Paul into protective custody and a series of trials ensued.  Luke is candid about the 
friction between Paul and the Jewish “Christians.”  The Jerusalem Assembly is absent at Paul’s trials.  
Some scholars go so far as to claim that James and the elders lured Paul into a trap.  It is obvious that 
Paul was despised by the Jewish “Christians.”

The Collection for the Poor
Luke makes no mention of Paul’s visit to Jerusalem – to deliver the collection on behalf of the 
“poor.”  Was the collection rejected?  If so, relations between Paul and Jerusalem had reached the 
breaking point. The collection may have had different meanings: The collection was of great 
theological importance to Paul.  The Jerusalem elders may have considered that Paul’s Gentile 
churches would have to pay heed to the “Mother church.”  “The poor” was akin to pious – the 
“Holy Remnant.” They (including Essenes) believed they could usher in the Day of the Lord by 
being adhering to the Law.  Was Jesus like Paul in relaxing strict adherence to the Law, and James 
is backsliding into old strict observance – Or was Jesus like James and not at all like Paul?
The Death of a Christian Pharisee
Josephus’ Account of James’s demise.  Along with Crossan’s account and speculation.  James had 
protection against the Sadducees and the High Priesthood.  Did James leave Nazareth long before 
Jesus’ crucifixion and become involved with and come to lead the Jerusalem Assembly?  And was 
James’ presence and standing in Jerusalem somehow connected with Jesus’ decision to journey to 
Jerusalem?  Were Jesus and James Pharisees?  Were the gospel writers more hostile to the 
Pharisees in the late first century than Jesus? – Why?
Shammai vs. Hillel: “All the rest is commentary.”  Unlike the Sadducees, Jesus and the Pharisees 
believed in the end of the present age (escaton).  Paul also had been a Pharisee.  Matthew’s gospel 
paints Jesus as a Pharisee.  If one can remove the blinders of twenty centuries of Pauline influence, 
and five centuries of Lutheran influence, the differences between Jesus and the Pharisees are few.
The Rise of Pauline Christianity
Summary of Part 1:

1. There is nothing in the gospels that incontrovertibly shows opposition to Jesus by his 
family during his ministry.

2. Jesus’ mother and brothers were followers of his ministry prior to his crucifixion.
From the last three chapters we can add:

3. James was the leader of the Jerusalem church from its inception (following Jesus’ death 
and resurrection).

4. James theological stance was that of a Pharisee.  It is likely by implication and evidence 
that Jesus also shared the theological stance was that of a Pharisee.

Luke pushes James into the background.  By the time Luke writes his two-part “history,” the 
church had largely been transformed from a Jewish to a Gentile phenomenon.  The teachings of 
James became subsumed by the teachings of Paul.  Oh, and then Rome destroyed the Temple and 
Jerusalem!  The emerging Catholic Church:  Dogma of Law out – Perpetual virginity of Marry in.


