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Crawford Memorial United Methodist Church 
Baptism of the Lord, January 11, 2026 

Childcare is available in the nursery for children under the age of 5. 
† Please rise in body or in spirit. 

 
Prelude .................................................................................................................................... Helena Veranian 
Welcome ..................................................................................................................... Rev. Dr. Rand Peabody 
Introit ........................................ Prepare the Way of the Lord (UMH 207) .......................... Chancel Choir 

† Call to Worship ......................................... Based on Psalm 91 ......................................... read responsively 
In this new Season of Epiphany, may we affirm it afresh; 
God is our refuge and fortress, come what may. 
The Lord proclaims: 
“I will bring deliverance to everyone who calls out to me.” 
Whenever we are facing difficulty, or experiencing temptation, we can rely upon God’s perfect 

love to see us through. 
Let us gather now to praise the God of Life and Light. 

† Hymn ................................................ O God, Our Help in Ages Past .................................................. #117 
1. O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home. 

2. Under the shadow of Thy throne, still may we dwell secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 

3. Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, to endless years the same. 

4. A thousand ages in Thy sight bare like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun. 

5. Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all who breathe away; 
They fly, forgotten, as a dream dies at the op’ning day. 

6. O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guide while life shall last, and our eternal home. 

Old Testament Reading .............................. Isaiah 42:1-4 ........................................................ Catherine Carr 
† Gospel Reading ..................................... Matthew 3:13-Matthew 4:11 .......................... Rev. Dr. Rand Peabody 

Sermon .................................................... Views from High Places ........................ Rev. Dr. Rand Peabody 
Anthem ....................................... Prepare Ye The Way, by Michael Barrett ............................ Chancel Choir 
Passing the Peace 

† Hymn ......................................... Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above ........................................... #246 

1. Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation, 
the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation. 
With healing balm my soul is filled and every faithless murmur stilled: 
To God all praise and glory. 

2. The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing, 
an ever present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing. 
As with a mother's tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band: 
To God all praise and glory. 
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3. Thus all my toilsome way along, I sing aloud thy praises, 
that earth may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises. 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and body bear your part: 
To God all praise and glory. 

4. Let all who name Christ's holy name give God all praise and glory; 
let all who own his power proclaim aloud the wondrous story! 
Cast each false idol from its throne, for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone: 
To God all praise and glory. 

Joys and Concerns ................................................................................................................... Catherine Carr 
Silent Prayer 
Pastoral Prayer .......................................................................................................... Rev. Dr. Rand Peabody 
Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father (Maker), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom (kin-dom) 
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom (kin-dom), and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

† Sung Benediction ......................... Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ............................................. 384, v.1 
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of Heav'n to Earth come down;  
fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation; enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

Announcements 
Benediction ................................................................................................................ Rev. Dr. Rand Peabody 
Postlude  ................................................................................................................................. Helena Veranian 

Please remain seated during the postlude, then join us in Gifford Hall for fellowship during Coffee Hour. 

Options for Giving: 
Friends and members are asked to prayerfully consider giving in support of Crawford’s ministries and 
operations. We invite you to bring your offerings with you to church. Or you can mail a check to 34 
Dix St., Winchester, MA 01890. Mail is checked daily. We welcome online giving through our website 
at crawfordmethodist.org/give.  

Our Staff 
Minister* .................................................................................................................. Rev. Anne Robertson 
Music Director ................................................................................................................. James Gutierrez 
Organist/Pianist .............................................................................................................. Helena Veranian 
Sexton/Custodian ................................................................................................................... Jose Deleon 
Nursery Manager ..................................................................................................................... Cindy Slack 
Treasurer ................................................................................................................................. Sherry Miller 
Technical Production and Streaming Manager ......................................................... Robert McAlpine 
Church Administrator** .................................................................................................... Stacey Hilliard 

 
*While Pastor Robertson is on Sabbatical, the Rev. Dr. Rand Peabody will lead worship and is available for our 
pastoral needs. To reach Rev. Peabody, leave a message in the church office (office@crawfordumc.org or 781-

729-5056) 
**The church office is open Monday through Thursday, from 9 to 3, and at  

other times by appointment. Voice mail and email are checked daily. 


